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Principles of the Oracles of God ; and are betbing 
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To the Chriſtian Reader: 


T is no diſparagement at all, for this 

wife Maſter-Builder, Mr. Shepard of 

New England, to labour ſometimes | by 
the Hammer of the Word, to faſten theſe nails 
of Truth in a ſure place, even in the heads 
and hearts of Infant-Chriſiians. 

Neither is it below the higheſt Scholar. in 
Chris School, to hold faſt the form of whol- 
ſome words. 2 Tim. 1. 13. 

The great Apoſtle bimſelf, (who Was Trapt 
up into the third Heaven) although, he bad 


received a commiſſion of Chriſt his Maſter * 1 
make Diſciples, yet he was @ Diſecipie ic, 
for he not only Catechiſed others, but learned, 


and that again, and again, The firſt Reine 2 
ciples of the Oracles of God, Heb. 7" 
which are called The Myſteries of the King. Et 
dom of Heaven, Mat. 13. 11. and The 4 
' depths of God: Ta Bathee tov Ibeou, I. S — 
2. 10. that is in plain Engliſb, thoſe _ 
irinal Truths, which are ttuly. FO 
and abſolutely neceſſary unto ſalvation at 
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To the Chriſtian Readef: 


we may be able by ſound Doctrine both 
to Exhort and Convince the Gain-ſayers, 
Tit. x, 9. and be ready always to give an 
_ anſwer to every man that aſketh us a reaſon, 
of the hope that is in us. 1 Pet.” 3. 15. 

Typus heartily beſeeching thee, in the Name 
ef Chris, 10 ſearch the Scriptures, John 5. 
39. and to give thy ſelf continually to | 
Prayer, ON the Miniſtry of the Word ; 
Acts 6. 4. that you may grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of our Loxp and 
Saviour Jesus CHRIST, 2 Pet. 3. 18. I 
now commend you to God, and to the 
Word of his grace, which is able to build 
vou up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all then which are Sages, Acts 
20. 32. So be it. 


Friend, 1 thine, if thou doeſt love the 
Truth and our Lonp Jesvs Chnisr in 
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THE 
Sum of Chriſtian Religion: 
In Way of Queſtion and Anſwer, ..» 


Delivered 
By Mr. Thomas Shepard. 
Of New-EnGLAnD. | . 
DOE "Fad 
Queſtion. 


HAT is the beſt and laſt end ef. Mend | 
A. To live to God. Rem. 6. 10, 
11. Gal. 3. 19. 2. Cor. 5. 3, 18. 


A. Two ways. 


Firfl, By Faith in God. Pſal. 37. 3. 9 
Secondly, By obſervance of (ES '8 mh 


12. Q I 1 

t is Faith in G 8 + ou 

9 It is the firſt act of our ſpiritual 1 whe 22 | 
the ſoul 9 God, believeth 5 No 


84> 3. HT 


Q. How is Man to live und oh 5 | 3 


a 
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life. Heb. 10. 38. Jebn 3. 23, 36. Rom. 4. 3. 
Heb. 11. 13. Heb. 4. 3. Deut. 30. 20. 
| Q. What is G? 
. A. God only knoweth himſelf, no man can 
ſo know him and live: Yet he hath manifeſted 
himſelf unto us in his back-parts, acording to our 
manner or meaſure of knowing things : and we 
need know no more than theſe, that we may 
BW live. 1 Tim. 6. 16. Exod. 33. 19, 23. 
2 Q. What are God's back- parts 4 
A. They are two, Fr: His Sufficiency, 
P/al. 36. 9. Secondly, His Efficiency. Rom, 
4. 21. 
Q. l hat is God's Sufficiency ? 
A. It is his perfect fulneſs of all good, whereby 
be ſis all- ſufficient for us in bimſelf. P/al. 16, 
11. Gen. 17. 1, s 
l berein flands and appears GOD's Suffi- 
= erency ? 
. Firfl, in his Eſſence, P/al. 68. 19. 
2 25 In his Subſiſtence or perſons, 2 Sam. 
20, 2 
E "I 8. Wha is 2 Eſſence ? 
. Whereby he is that abſolute being, 
2 | "4s, T..8, Ila. 44. 6. Exod. 3. 
2. Can you ſufficiently conceive of he Glory of 
—_ - this ene moſt pure eſſence, by one att of Faith ® 
. No, and therefore the Lord hath mani- 
Teſted it unto us by diverſe 2 Deut. 29. 
. Exod, 34. 6, 7. "IIA 
bat are God's Attributes ? >a 
That one moſt pure Eſſence, divally”s ap- | 
pc of us, as it is diverſly made OTE 


. 4. 16. La. 43 25. 
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Q. How many kinds of Attributes are there? 
A. There are two ſorts of them, 
Fir, Some ſhewing what God is: 
Secondly, Some ſhewing who God: b. & 
Q. By what Attributes know you what God 1s ? 
A, By theſe, God is a ſpirit living of himſelf. 
John 4. 24, Jobn 5. 26. 
Q. By what Attributes do you underfland who 
GOD is? 
5 By his Eſſential properties, which ſhe to 
: Firfl How great a God he is. Pſal. 77. 13: 
FO, What a manner of God he is. Matt. 
5. 0 
; Q What Attributes ſhew bow great à GOD 
'S X 
A. Firft hisInfiniteneſs, whereby he is without 
all limits of Eflence. 2 Chron, 2. 5, 6. 
Secondly, His Eternity, whereby he is without 2 
all limits of beginning, ſucceſſion, or end of Time. 
Pſal. 202. 25, 26, 2. 1 Tim. 1. . A 
Q. What are theſe Attributes which ſpew, what rx 
a manner of GOD he is? ws 
A. His Qualities whereby he aQerh.with, . 1 
of two ſorts. > 
Firfl, His Faculties, whereby he is able v 40. 
hai. 60. 16, and 62. 1. 
Secondly, His Vertues of thoſe Faelle 
whereby he is prompt and ready to oe ee 


86. 5 
3 hat are his Faculties? y 
A. Tie, His Underſtanding, 3 t 

'uc?rfapceth together, and at once Tun 


705 * „Adi i5. 
6 I $ 78. Han, 


* 8 
* 4 " oy 
” ” > 
4 * « 
"Th La 
2 1 
7 ö . 


4 | The Sum of 
Secondly, His Will whereby he purely willeth 
all good. Pſal. 119, 68. | 
Q. What are the Vertues of thoſe Faculties ? 
A. Fir, They are intellectual, the vertues of 
his Underftanding, as Wiſdom, Knowledge, and 
the reſt. | 8 
Secondly, Moral, the vertues of his Will, as 
Love, Holineſs, Mercy. In the acting of both 
which, conſiſts God's Happineſs. 


Thus much have you ſeen of God's ſufficiency, 
in regard of his Eſence. Now follows his Sub- 


Siflence ? 


Q. What are bis Subſiſtences or Perſons ? 
A. That one moft pure Eſſence with its Re- 
lative Properties. 
Q. What are thoſe Relative Properties ? 
A. They are three, 
. Firſt, To bepet, 
Secondly, To be begotten, 
27 — To proceed from both. K 
Q. How many Perſons learn jou from hence te 
e 
A, Three: ; 
. Firſt, The firſt, is the Father, the ficſt Per- 
fon in order, begetting the Son. P/al. 2. 7. 
4+ Secondly, The Son, the ſecond Perſon, begotten 
"af the Father, Jobn 3. 16. Heb. 1. 3. 
- SThrwdl, The Spirit, the third Perſon, pro- 
' ceeding from them both. Fehn 15. 26. 
L Q, Ars theſs thre Perſons thre diſtin 
Yor  —- Bog 
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A. No, for they are that one pure Eſſence, 
and therefore but one God. Fohn 1, I, Rom, O, 
„ee. 6,10, 4 Car. 2.10, 

Q. If every Perſon be GOD, how can they be 
diſtin? Perſons, and nat diſtinet GOD's ? 

A. Yes, Becauſe one and the ſame thing may 
have many relative properties, and reſpects of be- 
ing, which in the God- head make diftin&t Per- 
ſons. As one and the ſame Man, may be a Fa- 
ther in one teſpect, a Maſter in another reſpect, 
and a Scholar in another reſpect. | 

Q. If theſe three Perſons be but one GOD, 
what follows from hence? 

A. That all the three Perſons are Co-equal, 
Coeternal, ſubſiſting in, not ſeparating from each 
other, and therefore delighting in each. other, 
glorifying each other. Prev. 8. 30. 


Thus much concerning GOD, 
Now concerning the Works of GOD; 


— 
2 


Thus much concerning Gods Sufficiency, Hhat 
's his Efficiency ? 

A. Whereby he worketh all things, and allin 
all things, Rom, 11. 36. Jai. 45. 7. 

Q. bat of GOD ſhines forth, and are * 10 
behold in his Efficiency ? 


A. Two Things, i 
Firſt, God's Omaipotency, in reſpect of 5 
Eſſence. 
| Secondly, The co-operation and diſtin manner 
of working of the three Perſons, Rom, 1. 20. 
.. 5. 17. 1 . What 
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Q. What is Gods omnipotency ? 

1 A. It is his almighty power, whereby he is 

able to bring to paſs all that hedoth will, or 

whatever he can will or decree. 2 Chron, 20, 
6. Phil. 3. 21. Mat. 3. 9. Pal. 115. 7. 
QQ. dat is GOD's Decree ? 

A. It is his Eternal and determinate purpoſe, 
concerning the effecting of all things by his 
mighty power, according to his counſel, Eph. 
I. II. 

£ , What attributes or glory of GOD appear in 
BM bs * ? TY of 
A. Firſi, His Conftancy, whereby his Decree 
: gemains unchangeable, Numb, 23. 19, 
> *  Becondly, His Truth, whereby he delivereth no- 
wing but what he hath decreed. Jer. 10. 10. 
Thirdly, His Faithfulneſs, whereby he effecteth 
what ever he decreeth according thereunto Jai. 
10. 
Q. bat is 60 D', Counſel ? 
A. His deliberation, as it were for the beſt 
effecting of every thing according to his Wiſdom, 
1 4. 24. Pſal. 104. 24. 
Q. What is GOD's Wiſdom ? 
+. It is the Idæa or perfect platform of all 
= _ @hings in the mind of God, which either can 
de known, or ſhall be done, according to the 
=— good pleaſure of his will. Heb, 1 T. 3. Prov. 8. 


ar fs What is the good Pleaſure of GOD's will? 

A. It is the moſt free Act of his Will, whereby 
he willeth himſelf directly, as the greateſt good, 
and all other things for himſelf, according to 
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his g pleaſure, Matth, 11. 25. Prov, 16. 4. 
» What learn you from hence ? 

Py That God's good pleaſure is the firſt and 
beſt cauſe of all things. P/al. 115. 3. P/al. 
33- 8, 9, 10, 11, 

Q. What is the Ce. - operation of the three Per- 
fons in 60 D', Efficiency? 

A. Whereby they work the ſame thing to- 
gether unſeparably. Fohn 5. 17, 19. and 16, 
137 14. 

Q. If they work the ſame thing together, How 
is it that ſome works are attributed to GOD the 
Father ? as Creation ; ſome ta the Son, as Redemp- | 
tion; ſome to the Holy Spirit, as Application? 'W 

A. This is not becauſe the ſame work is not 
common to all the three Perſons, but becauſe 
that work is principally attributed in Scripture 
to that perſon whoſe diſtint manner of Young 
appears chiefly in the work. 

Q. What is GOD the Fathers diſtin manner 
of working :? 

A, His working i is from Himſelf by- the Son, 
and through the holy Ghoſt : P/al. 33. 6. John 
I. 3: and hence the beginning, and ſo the Crea- 
tion of all things is attributed to him. 

Q. What is GOD the Sons manner of work: - 
ing ? 

NY His. working is from the Feber, by D 
holy Ghoſt ; Fobn 14. 16: and hence the Di 
penſation of all things, and ſo "Redemption Na- 
tributed unto him. 

Hie is the Hol ts manner 4 19 
ing 7 NEE 
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A. His working is from the Father and the 
Son; 3 Job. 14. 26: and hence the Conſumma- 
tion of all things, and ſo Application i is attributed 
unto him, 
. Wherein doth GOD's Efficiency or working 
appear ? 
A. In two Things. 
Firſt, In his 88 of the world. 
- Secondly, In his Providence over the world, | 
20 37. 16. 55 
t is his Creation ? 
f. It is God's efficiency, whereby he made 
the whole 2 of does originally exceeding 
= good, Pal. [. 1. ö 
b Q. Did the 4. make the world in an inſtant ? 
4. No, but by parts, in the ſpace of ſix days, 
deſcribed at Jarge by Moſes, Gen. 1. 
Q. When did the LORD make the third heaven, 
with the Angels their inhabitants ? ; 
A. In the firſt day, in the firſt beginning of 
. Gen. 1. 1. Job 38. 6, 7. | 
Q. What is the Creation of the third heaven ? 
A. Whereby he made it to be the heaven of 
heavens, a moſt glorious place, repleniſhed with 
all pleaſure which belongs to eternal happineſs, 
wherein his Majeſty is ſeen face to face, and there- i 
ore called the habitation of God. 2. Chron, | 
: * Fſal. 16. 11. Pſal. 63. 15. ö 
Idar is the creation of the Sherk, | 
. Whereby he created an innumerable num- 
* of them, holineſs, to be miniſtring ſpirits, 
with moſt acuteneſs of underſtanding, liberty of 
Nin, great. Rreogth, and ſpeedy in motion, to 
celebrate 


r 
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celebrate his praiſes, and execute his commands, 
ſpecially to the heirs of ſalvation, Hieb. 11. 22. 
John 8. 44. Heb. 1. 14. 2 Sam. 14. 20. Jude 6. 
2 Pet. 2. 11. Iſai. 6. 2. Pſal. 130, 20. 

Q. When did GOD create Man ? 

A. The fixth day. Gen. 1. 27. 

Q. How did GOD create Man ? 

A. He made him a reaſonable creature, conſiſt- 
ing of body, and an immortal ſou}, in the image 
of God. Gen. 2. 7. Gen. I. 28. 

Q. What is the Image of GOD wherein he was 
made :? | | 

A, That hability of man to reſemble God, and 
wherein he was like unto God, in wiſdom, holi- 
neſs, righteouſneſs, both in his nature, and in his 
government of himſelf and all creatures. Cal. 3. 
1e. . 4 24. Ger” 1; 2655156 x 

Q. What became of Man being thus made ? 

A. He was placed in the Garden of Eden, 
as in his Princely Court, to live unto God, to- 
gether with the Woman which God gave him, 
Gen. 2. 15. | | es 


Thus much of GOD's Creation, 


Q. What is his Providence _ e 

A. Whereby he provideth for his ereatüreg 
being made, even to the leaſt circumſtance. 
Pſal. 145; 16. Prov. 16. 33. 14 

Q. How is 60 D', Providence diſtingniſped? 
A. It is either, Firſt, Ordinary, and mediate, 
whereby he provideth for his creatures by\ordina- 
ty and uſual means, Hof. 2. 2ꝛ22 nt, 
859 Stcondly, 


. v9 


46 The Sun of 
Secondly, Extraordinary and immediate, where- 
y he provides for his creatures by miracles, or 

immediaely i himſelf, 1 36. 4. Dan. 

3. * 8 


directs, and brings all * to their 2 
Pſal. 29. ro. P/al. 33. 
A Duth 5 GOD BSE all creatures althe ? 

2 No, But ſome he governs by a common 
E providence, and others by a ſpecial providence, to 
Po 5 Angels and Men, to an eternal ſtate of 
; — in pleaſing him, or of miſery in diſ- 
him. Deut. 30. IS, 16, 

at of GO D', Pr ce appears in bis 
7. 5 game of of man? | 

| wo things 

= 1 Man $ — T9 or fall. : 
2. His Recovery or riſing again. 


Q. Concerning Man's fall, what are you to 


obſerve therein ? 
A. Two things. 


x. His tranfgrefiion in cating the forbidden 
Gen, 2. 17. 


3 Propagation of this unto all dings 
$53 ibis Jo great 6 fin, is eat of the for- 


AY, ering great, this Tres. * 
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Sacrament of the Covenant: alſo he had a ſpecial 
charge not to eat of it: and in it the whole man 
did ſtrike againft the whole law, even when God 
had ſo highly advanced him. 

Q. What are the cauſes of this tranſgreſſion ? 
A. The blameleſs cauſe or occaſion was the 
Law of God. Rom. 5. 13. And hence as the 
Law did it, ſo God did it; holily, juſtly, and 
blameleſsly. Rom. 7. 10, II, 12. 

Q. What are the blameable cauſes ? 

A. Two principally ; 

1. The Devil abuſing the ſerpent to e 
the woman. Gen. 3. 1. 

2. Man himſelf in abuſing his own free will, 
in receiving the temptation which he might bave 
reſiſted. Epbeſ. 7. 29 

Q. What is the Devil ? | 

A. That great number of apoſtate and rebellf- T 
ous Angels, which through pride and blaſphemy - 
againſt God, and malice againftMan became liars, 
and murtherers of Man, by bringing him into 
| * ſin, Luke. 11. 18. 1x Tim, 3. 6. 1 John 

3. 12. Jobn 8. 44. 

Q. What are the Ehien and fruits of this "Or 
greſſion? 

A. 3 are two. | y 

1. Guilt, whereby they are tied to e "BBs 
puniſhment for the fault, Rom, 3. 1 1 

2, Puniſhment, which is the juſt anget of Gett 
* 975. for the filth of fin, Rom. 1, 18. 

What are the particular puniſhments 2 
on the cu es of this fin ? 


ets ſcarful puniſhment 6 the d 
© Hentioi once 22 
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mentioned Jude 6, and that of the ſerpent and 
the Woman, Gen. 3. 14, 16 ; the. puniſhment 
of Man was, Firſt, Sin Original and Actual, 
Secondly, Death. Gen, 5. 5, . 
IA bat. is fin ? TE 
. The Tranſereſſion of God's Law. Fel. 3.4. 
Q. What is Original and Actual . in 
A. Firſt, Otiginal fin is the contrariety of the 
whole nature of man to the law of God, whereby 
it being averſe from. all good, is enclined to all | 
- evil. Eccleſ. 8. 11. Gen. 6. 5. Rom. 6. 20. 
| Secondly, Actual ſin is the continual jarring of 
the actions of man from the Law of God, by 
reaſon of Original ſin, and ſo man hath no free 
will to any - "x 994 good, [/ai. 65. 2, 3. Jam. 
dei. . 11. 
"0 What Death is that which GOD inflias on 
man for fin ? | 
A. A dcuble death, 
1. The Art death of the body, together with 
the. beginnings of it in this world, as grief, ſhame, 
loſſes, ſickneſſes. Deut. 28. 21, 22, 35. 
2. The ſecond death of the ſoul, which is the 
eternal - ſeparation and ejection of the foul 
after death, and ſoul and body after judgment, | 
from God, into everlaſting torments in hell, 7 
», Q. Ts there no beginning of this death, as there | 
28 of the other in this life: | 
_ Yes, as firſt, Security and Hardneſs of | 
which cannot feel fin its greateſt evil. 


— Eo a ds 


* 4. _, abi of . Conſcience, Heb, 2. 15. 0 
38. Bondage of Satan. Eph. 2. 2. 0 
. The Curſe of God in all bleſſings, whereby 1 


| * * for deſtruction. Rom, 9. As 2 
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O. What of GOD's attributes ſhine forth here? 

A. 1. His Holineſs, whereby he being pure 
from all ſin, cannot away with the leaſt ſin in che 
beſt of his creatures. Fleb. 1. 13. 

2. His Juſtice, whereby he being moſt Juſt in 
himſelf, cannot but puniſh man for fin, as well as 
reward him for well- -doing. 2 Thef. 1. 6. 

. His Patience, whereby he uſeth Pity, Pa- 
tience, and Bounty, to his creatures offending. 
Rom. 2. 3. 

Q. 15 this fin, and the puniſhment of it derived ts 
all men's Poſterity? 

A. Yes, Jobn 3. 3. x 2.3. 

Hewi it propagated ? 

A. BY*the Imputation of Adam's ſin unto us,. 
and ſo ag DOR muſt needs follow upon it. 
Mew © 98 
Q. ith "hould Adam's ſin be imputed to all his 
poſterity ? | 

A. Becauſe we were in him as the wender 
in the head, as children in his loins, as. debtors' 
in their ſurety, as branches in their roots: it 
being juſt, that as if he ſtanding, all had ſtocd, 
by imputation of his righteouſneſs ; fo he falling, 
all ſhould fall, by the imputation of his fin, 4 | 

Thus you have ſeen man's apoſtacy from God; ©. 

> 

Q. lat is his recovery? 63.08 

A. It is the Return of man to the favour of 


God again, meerly out of favour, and the ex- 
ceeding tiches of his ſree grace. 2 2. 127333. 


Ho” * * 
< Hig 
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. How are we brought into Favour, and what 


14 


are che Parts of this Recovery ? 
A. Two Ways. 
Firft, By Redemption. 2 Cor. 5. 10, 20. 
Secondly, By Application hereof, Tit. 3. 6. 
Q Whet is Redemption? 
The Satisfaction made, or the Price paid 
th the Juſtice of God for the Life and Deli- 
verance of Man out of the Captivity of Sin, 
Satan, and Death, by a Redeemer, according to 
the Covenant made between him and the Fa- 
ther. 1 Cor. 6, 20, Luk, 1. 74. Iſai. 55. 
10, IT. 
Q. I bs is this Redeemer ? 
A. Jeſus Chriſt, God and Man. Mat. 1. 23. 
Fobn 1. 14. Col. 2. 19. 
Q. Why is be Gad- Man? 
A. That fo he might be a fit Mediator, to 
tranſact all Buſineſſes between God and Man, 
in the Execution of his three Offices where- 
unto he was anointed of the Father. 1 Tim. 
. 1 42. 12. 
” . at are thiſe three Offices of Cbriſt? 
A. 1. His Prophetical Office, whereby he doth 
reveal the Will of the Father. Ads 3. 22. 
Coleſ. 2. 3 
2. His Prieftlly Office, whereby he makes full 
Atonement with the Father for us. Col. 1. 20. 
23. His K:izgly Office, whereby he governs his 
People whom he had taught and reconciled, ſub- 
duing their Enemies, and procuring their eternal 
Peace, P/al. 2. 6. Tſai. 9. 6. 
N How bath Chrift TFeſus made feos? 9 


- 
ww 
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A. By his Humiliation, whereby he was made 
ſubject Aer his whole Life and Death, 
to the ſtrict Juſtice of God, to perform what- 
ever the ſame might require for the Redemption 

of Man. Gal. 4. 4, 5 | 
Q. What did God's J. ire require of Man? 

A. 1. Death, for the breach of the Law ; 
and that Chrift taſted, in his bitter Sufferings, 
both of Budy and Soul, by being made Sin, 
and fo aboliſhing Sin: and this is called his 
Paſſive Obedience. Heb. 2. 9. Eph. 1. 7. 2 Cor. 
8. 41. Ga}. 2. 13. 

2, Perfect Obedience in fulfilling the Lats 
perfectly, both in his Nature and Actions, for 
the procuring and metiting of life: and this is cal- 
led his Adtive Obedience. Heb. 7. 26. 

Q. I bat follows Chrift's Humiliation? 

A. His Exaltation which is his glorious Vic- 
tory, and open Triumph over all his and our 
Enemies, Sin, Satan, and Death, in the ſeveral 
Degrees of it. Lal. 24. 26. Phit. 2 9. 


I Cor, 15. 5,7. 
Q. What is the fult Degret f CHRISHps 


E xaltation ? CE 8 
G 15 


A. His Reſurrection the third Day,u | 
his Soul and Body by the Power of the 
head, were brought together again, and ſo roſe 
again from Death, appearing to his Diſciples for 
the Space of forty Days. 1 Cor. 15. 4. Job. 15 
19. Ads, 1. 3. 

Q. What is the ſecond Degree of CHRIST" 
Exaltation? 

4, His Aſcenſion into Heayen, which was 
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the going up of the Manhood into the third Hea- 
ven, by the power of the God-head, from Mount 
Olivet, in the Sight of his Diſciples. Act 1. 
II, 12, 

: D, What is the third degree of his Exalta- 
$107 
A. His ſitting at the right hand of Gon, 
whereby he being advanced to the Fulneſs of all 
Glory, in both Natures governeth and ruleth all 
things together with the Father, as Lord over all 
for the Good of his People. Mark 16.9. P/. 110. 
CF. 19. 25, £96. 1. 20, 21, 22. 1 Pet. 
3. 22. 
Q. What is the fourth and lafl Degree of his 
 Exaltation ? 5 

A. His Return to Judgment, which is his 
ſecond Coming into this World with great Glory 
and Majeſty to judge the Quick and the Dead; 
to the Confuſion of all them that would not have 
him rule over them, and to the unſpeakable Good 
of his People. Mat. 19. 28. 2 Tim, 4. 1. As 


31. 2 The}. . 7, $, 9. 


© "Thus much of Redemption, the fis part of bis 


_—_— N 
= Q. What is Application ? 
A. Whereby the Spirit by the Word and Mi- 


| niſtry thereof, makes all that which Chriſt. ag 


Mediator hath done for the Church. efficacious 
do the Church, as her own. Fobn 16. 14. Tit. 


Abb. 5. 25, 26, 


3. 5» 6, 7. John 10, 16, Rom, 10. 14, 17. 
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Q. bat is the Church ? 

A. The Number of God's Elect. Hi. I2, 
23. John 17. 9, 10, 11, Fohn 10. 16, Eph, 
233,23 

Q. "Hiw doth the Spirit make Application to the 
Chur oy by 

A. 1, By Union of the Soul to Chriſt. Phil. 4. 


9, 10. 


2. By Communion of the Benefits of Chriſt to 
the Soul. 

Q. What is this Union 

A. W hereby the Lord joining the Soul to Chriſt, 
makes it one Spirit with Chrift, and ſo gives it 
Poſſeſſion of Chriſt, and Right unto all the 
Benefits and Bleſſings of Chrift, 1 Cor. 6. 17. 
Job 17. 21. Nn. $. 32. 1 Je 5. 12. 

Q. Hm doth the Spirit obs this Union ? 

A. Two Ways. 

1. By cutting off the Soul from the old Adam, 
or the wild Olive Tree, in the Work of Prepa- 
ration, Rom, 11, 23, 24. 

2. By putting or ingrafting the Soul into the 
ſecond Adam, Chriſt Jeſus, by the Work of Vas 
cation. Ad. 26. 18. 

Q. What are the Parts of the Preparation x 
the Soul for Chrift © 

A. They are two; 

1. Contrition, whereby the Spirit immediately 


cuts off the Soul from its Security in Sin, by 


making it to mourn for it, and ſeparating th 
Soul from it, as the greateſt Evil. J. 61, 1 3, 
Jer. 4. 3, 4 Mat. 11. 20, 28. 

2. Humiliation, whereby the Spirit cuts Sou 
90 
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Soul off from Self-confidence in any Good it 
hath or doth ; Eſpecially, by making it to feel 
its Want, and Unworthineſs of Chrift, and hence 
ſubmitteth to be diſpoſed of as God pleaſeth. 
Phil. 3. 7, 8. Luke 16. 9. Luke 15. 17, 8, 19. 

Q. bat are the Parts of Vacation of the Soul 
to CHRIST. 

A. 1. The Lord's Call and Invitation of the 
Soul to come to Chriſt, in the Revelation and 
Offer of Chriſt and his rich Grace. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
2. The Receiving of Chriſt, or the Coming of 
the whole Soul out of it ſelf unto Chriſt, for 
Chriſt, by Vertue of the itteſiſtable Power of the 
Spirit in the Call: and this is Faith. Fer. 3. 22. 
Jobn 6. 44. 45. John 10. 16. Jai. 55. 5. 


Thus much of our Union : 


Q. What is the Communion 7 CHRIST's Be- 
nefits unto the Soul ? 
A. Whereby the Soul poſſeſſed with Chrift, 
and right unto him, hath by the ſame Spirit Fru- 
ition of him, and all his Benefits, 70%. 4. 10, 14. 
Q. What is the firſt of thoſe Benefits we do en- 
Joy from CHRIST? © 
A. Fuſlification, which is the gracious Sentence 
of God the Father, whereby for the Satisfaction 
of CHRI15T, apprehended by Faith, and imputed to 
the faithful, he abſolves them from the Guilt and 
Condemnation of all Sins, and accepts” them as 
perfectly righteous to eternal Life. Rom, 3-24» 25. 


Rom, 4. 6. 7, 8. Rom. 8. 33, 34. 
| Faftifica- 
. 


Q. What Difference is there betiuten 
tion, and Sant3ification ? 


x 


— 
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A. rt. Juſtification is by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
inherent 1nChrift only; Sanctification is by aRigh- 
teouſneſs from CHRIsT inherent in ourſelves; 
2 Cer. f. 21. Za. 3. 9. 

2. Juſtification is perfected at once, and ad- 
mits of no Degrees, becauſe it is by Chrift his 
perfect Righteouſneſs z Sanctification is imperfect, 


being begun in this Life. Rev. 12. 1. Phil, 


142. 
: Q_ IVhat tis the ſecond Benefit next in order 
to Fuſtification, which the Faithful receive from 
CHRIST? 

A. Reconciliation, whereby a Chriſtian juſtified 
is actually reconciled, and at Peace with God, 
Roin, 5. 1. Foh. 2. 12; and hence follows his 
Peace with all Creatures. 

Q. What is the third Benefit next unto Recon- 
ciliation? 

A. Adoption, whereby the Lord accounts the 
Faithful his Sons, crowns them with Priviledges 
of Sons, and gives them the Spirit of Adoption, 
the ſame Spirit which is in his only begotten Son. 
1 Job. 3. 2. Rom. 8. 11, 14, 15, 16, 17. 

Q. Ii bat is the fourth Benefit next to Adeption ? 

A. Sanctification, whereby the Sons of God 
are renewed in the whole Man, unto the Image 
of their Heavenly Father in Chrift Jeſus ; by Mer- 
tification, or their daily dying to Sin by Vertue 
of CHRIST's Death; and by Yivification, their 
daily riſing to Newneſs of Life by Chrift's Re- 
ſurtection. 1 Theſ, 5. 23, Epbeſ. 4. 24. Jer. 
31.. 32. Kom. 6. 7, 8. 2 

Q. ba. r from this Mortification and 
Vivification | $3 


* 
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A. A Continual War and Combat between 
the renewed Part aſſiſted by Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and the unrenewed Part aſſiſted by 
Satan and this evil World. Rom, 7; At, 22; 2%; 
Q. bat ts the fifth and laſi Benefit next-unto 
Sa nttification ? 

A. Glorification, which hath two Degrees, The 
one in this Life, and the other in the world to 
come, 

Q. What is the firſt Degree of Glorification in 
this Li ife ? 

Lively Expectation of Glory, from the 
Aſfurssce and ſhedding abroad God's Love in our 
Hearts, working Joy unſpeakable. Rom. 5. 2, 5. 
. 2. 13. | 

Q.. bat is the ſecond Degree in the Morld 
to come? 

A. Full Fruition of Glory, whereby being 
made compleat and perfect in Holineſs, and Hap- 
pineſs, we enjoy all that Good, Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear hath heard, in our Immediate and 
Eternal Communion with God in Chriſt. Hes. 
I2, 23. 1 Cor, 15. 28. 


Thus much of the f part, of living to Gop by 
Faith in Gop: 


--Q. bot is the ſecond Part, viz. our Olſer- 
vance © 

A. It is the Duty that is to be performed ta 
God of us, through the Power of his Holy Spirit, 
working in us by Faith, according to the Will 
of God. Eph. 6. 6, 7, Pſal. 139. 24. Kom. 
7. 
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Q. Wherein conſiſis our Obſervance of God ? 
A. It is either Moral, or Ceremonial. 
555 n conſiſts our Moral Obſervance of 


N In two Things : 

1. In ſuffering his Will, whereby a Believer, 
for the Sake of Chriſt, ehuſeth rather to ſuffer 
any Miſery, than to commit the leaſt Sin. Heb, 
11. 36. . 1%. 

2. In doing his Will, whereby a Believer, in 
Senſe of Chriſt's Love, 'performeth univerſal O- 
bedience to the Law of God, _ 7. 22. 1 Job. 

5:4. 1. 6. ©8i.-2.. 1 

'Q. [s there any Uſe of the The to a Chriſtian? 

A. Although It be aboliſhed to a Chriſtian in 
Chriſt, as a Covenant of Life ; (for ſo Adam and 
his Poſterity are ſtill under it) yet it remains as a 
Rule of Life, when he is in Chriſt, and to pre- 
pare the Heart for Chriſt. Rom. 6. 14, 15. 
= 5. 17, 18, 19, 20. Seb. 20; Us: 
Rom, 

Q. 2 is not a Chriſtian fo under the Law, 
as a Covenant of Life, ſo as if be breaks it by the 
leaſt Sin he ſhall die Ft 3 

A. Becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath kept it perfectiy 
for him. Rem. 8. 3, 4. Rom, 5. 20, 21, 

2 Can any Man keep the Law perfect i in this 

ife 
N No, for the Une wanting bs, 
Spirit of Life, cannot perfe& an Act of Life 
5 n to it: The regenerate baying 

E Spirit, but in Part, perform it only im- 
pred, ok pads 21. | 
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Q. What befals the Unregenerate upon their Di/- 
obedience unte it? 

A. The eternal Curſe of God for the leaſt Sin, 
and the Increaſe of God's fierce and fearful ſe- 
cret hep as they increaſe in Sin, Galat, 3. 10, 
Ram. 2. 5. 

Q. at befalls the Regenerate after their 
Breach ef the Law, and imperfect Obedience 
unte it. 

A. The Lord may threaten and corre& them, 
but his Loving-kindneſs (in covering their Sins 
in their beſt Duties by Chrift, and accepting 
their. meaneſt Services ſo far as they are quick- 


ned by his Spirit) is never taken from them. 
2 89. 31, 325 33. Zach, 3. 1, to 8. 1/a, 50. 


7. 
; G 1587 is that imperfef Obedience of Believer: 


| abi Is accepted? 


A. When they ſo obſerve the Will of Chriſt, 
& that therein, 
1. T.key confeſs and lament their Sins 1 un 


% 1. 9. Nom. 5 24. 


2. They defire Mercy in the Blood of Chriſt, 


| and. more 0 of his Spitit, Phil. 3. 9, 10, 11. 


_ divided? 


* 
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They return him the raiſe of the leaſt 
Ability to do his Will, P/al. 50. 23. 1 Cor. 


15. 10. 


Q. How Is the Lew, or ten Commandments ; 


A. Into two Tables : The f, ſhewi FD 
Duty to God immediately in the four firſt Som- 
mandments ; The a comach our Duty to Max in 


dea dannen 


6 > 


n * 
' et. 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 23 
„ „ Rules are you to obſerve to underfland 


oral Law ? 
A, Theſe; 


1, That in whatſoever Commandment, any 
Duty is enjoined, there the contrary Sin is for- 
bidden ; and where any Sin is forbidden, there 
the contrary Duty is commanded, 

2. That the Law is Spiritual; and hence, re- 
quires not only outward, but inward and Spiritual. 
Obedience. 

. Where any groſs Sin is forbidden,” there 
all the Signs, Degrees, Means, and Provocatiops 
to that Sin are forbidden alſo ; and are in 
God's Account that Sin: And fo where any 
Duty is commanded, there all the Signs, Means 
2 Provocations to that Duty, ate commanded 
allo. p: 
4. That the Law is perfect; and therefore 
there is no Sin in all the Scripture; . hut is forbid - - 2 
den init; nor no Duty required (if mor] but 
it is commanded im it. 8 


Thus much of our 0 Obſervance of at 


(). bat is our ceremonial Gere 5 . 


A. The Celebration of the two. Smt, 2 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, ? Y o 
QQ. What is a Sacrament, d, 

A. It is an Holy Ceremony wherein exter WE 
ſenfible Things, by the appointment of, Chriſt, 
are ſeparate from common Uſe, to fignific 3 
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bit ad ſeal to us that Aſſurance of eternal Life 
by Chriſt Jeſus, according to the Covenant of 
bis Grace, Gen. 17. , 10. 

Q. Which are the Sacraments ? 

A, They are two, Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper. - 

Q. bat is the external 2 Part ef Baptiſm ? 

A. Water. John 3. 23. 

. What is the 7 and ſpiritual Part f 
Baptiſm, ſeenified, exhibited, and Tall thereby ? 

A, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and- his Spirit. 

1. Waſhing away our Sin, and ſo delivering 
us from Death, 

2, Preſenting us clear before the Father, and 
ſo reftoring us again to Life. Rom, 6. 4. Cel, . 
12, Mat. 3. 11. 
| 2 N follows from hence ? 

*J That it is a Sacrament of our new 
2 "Birth, — ingrafting into Chriſt, Tohn 3. 5. 
23. That as we are perfectly juſtified at once, 
and being new born once, ſhall never die 
= again : Hence this Seal is to be Adminiftred but 
once. 
Q. What is the External and ſenſible Part of 
be Lord's Supper ? 
A. Bread and Wine, with the Sacramental 
| Nen about the ſame. 
„ „ is the imward and ſpiritual Part of 
* = 1 1 and exhibited thereby ? | 
Fe he Body and Blood of Chriſt crucifed, 
£4 and given to nouriſh and Strengthen Be- 
FR *Fievers, renewing their Faith unto eternal Life, 


es | 11. 24. Jabn 6. 54, 55. 
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Q. What follows from hence t 

A. 1. That it is the Sacrament of our Growth 
in Chriſt, being new born ; bccauſe it is Food 
iven to nouriſh us, having received Life. 

2. That therefore it is to be adminiſtred and 
received often that we may grow. 

3. That Children and Fools, and Wicked 
ought not to partake of the Sacrament, becauſe 
they cannot examine themſelves, and fo renew 
their Faith, 1 Cor, 11. 28. 

Q. Ought not the Sacrament to be adminifired 
to carnal People, if they have been baptized ? 

A. No, becauſe ſuch as are not within the 
Covenant, have no Right to the Seal of the 
Covenant, | 

Q. WWhere are Believers, who have Right unto 
this Sacrament, to ſeek Fruition of it? 

A. Becauſe it ought not to be adminiftred 
privately, (as the Papifls would ;) Hence God's 
People are to ſcek to enjoy their Right to it in 
ſome particular viſible Church, in joining with 
them, as Fellow Members of the ſame Body. 
1 Cor. 11. 20, 22. 1 Chron, 10. 17. As. 2, 42. 

Q. What Members ought every particular viſible 
Church to conſift of . | 

A. Chriſt being Head of every particular 
Church, and it his Body, hence none are to 
be Members of the Church but ſuch as are 


Members of Chriſt by Faith, x Cor, 1. 2. 


1 The/. 1. 

Q. But do not Hypecrites, and no true Members 
of Chriſt creep in? ; 
A, Yes: But ifthey could have been known 

o to — 
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to be ſuch, they ought to be kept out; and 
when they are known, they are orderly to be 
caſt out, Mat. 25. 1. 2 Tim. 3. 5. Rev. 2. 20. 
1 

Q. Are theſe Members bound only to cleave to 
 Chrift their Head by Faith ? 

A. Yes, and to one another alſo by Brotberly 
Love; which they are bound to ſtrengthen and 
confirm, (as well as their Faith) by a ſolemn 
Covenant. Eph. 4. 15. 16. Col. 1. 4. Fer. 
50. 4. Tſai. 56. 45. Zach, 11. 14. Zeph. 3 9. 
Pal. 119. 106, 
Q. What Benefits are there by joining thus to a 
particular Church ? 

A. 1. Hereby they come to be under the ſpe- 
cial Government of Chriſt in bis Church, and the 
"Officers thereof, 7/a. 30. 20. 

2. Hereby they have the Promiſe of ſpecial 
Bleffing, and on their Children alſo, P/a/. 133. 
3. Exed. 20. 6. | 

23. Herein they have the Promiſe of God's 
ſpecial Preſence. 

I. Revealing unto them his Will. P/al. 27. 4. 
Egal. 63. 2,3. 

2. Protecting them. I/. 44. 6. 

2. Hearing all their Prayers. Deut. 4. 7. 
Mat. 18. 19. 

Are there not ſome who never find theſe 
"Benefits ? | 

A. Ves: Becauſe many knowing not how to 
make Uſe of God's Ordinances, nor feeling a 
 *nced of God's Preſence only in them, their Sin 
E allo blinding, and partly hardning their Hearts, 


and 
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and polluting God's Houſe; they then become 
worſe when they have beſt Means, Mat. 11. 23. 
Fer, 17.5, 6. Heb. 6. 8. 1 Sam, 5. 8, 9. Exel. 
14. 4, 5. 1 King. 8. 21. | 

Q. What are the Miſeries of thoſe who care- 
le,, and wilfully deſpiſe, and ſo refuſe to join to 
GOD's Church ? 

A. Befides the Loſs of God's Preſence in the 


Fellowſhip of his People, it is a fearful Sign (con- 


tinuing ſo) that God never intends to fave their 
Souls. As 2. 47. Iſai. 60. 12. Rev. 2. 23, 24. 


Q. Il bat therefore ought People chiefly to labour 


for, and to hold forth unto the Cburch, that ſo they 
may be joined to it ? 

A. A threefold Work : 

1, Of Humiliation, under their Miſery, Death, 
and Sin, as their greateſt Evil, As. 2. 37. 
Mat. 3. 6. 

2. 2 Vacation, or their drawing to Chrift out 
of this Miſery, as to their greateſt, and only 
Good. Act.. 2. 38, 41. 

3. Of new Obedience, how they have walked 
in CaRrIsT ſince called. A&s 9. 26, 27. 
Mat. 3. 8. 
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